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Representative-Elect Capps. Well, she
has. She’s coming back soon. She’s excited
to get back there, as well. And Mr. Gore,
thank you. You just touched on all of the
issues that we are going to be working on
together.

Vice President Gore. Great. God bless.
President Clinton. Lois, we need you.

We’ll be glad when you get here.
Representative-Elect Capps. I’m hurry-

ing up. We’ll be there soon.
President Clinton. Give our love to

Laura. I’ll see you.
Representative-Elect Capps. Thank you

so much. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:57 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Representative-Elect Capps’
daughter, Laura, who serves as Staff Director for
the Office of Speechwriting at the White House.
Lois Capps was elected Representative of Califor-
nia’s 22d Congressional District in a special elec-
tion on March 10, to succeed her husband, Rep-
resentative Walter Capps, who died on October
28, 1997.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
‘‘African Growth and Opportunity
Act’’
March 11, 1998

In this year’s State of the Union Address,
I asked Congress to support an initiative to
strengthen economic ties to Africa. Today,
I am pleased that Congress has taken an im-
portant step forward on legislation that will
open a new era of U.S.-African trade and in-
vestment relations. The strong bipartisan
vote in the House in support of the ‘‘African
Growth and Opportunity Act’’ offers the way
for a brighter future for Africa.

The United States has a vital stake in a
stable, prosperous Africa. Later this month,
when I travel to Africa, I will deliver the mes-
sage that the United States stands ready to
be a partner in Africa’s prosperity. A majority
of sub-Saharan Africa’s 48 countries have
adopted market-oriented economic and po-
litical reforms in the past seven years. A
stronger, stable, prosperous Africa will be a
better economic partner, a better partner for

security and peace, and a better partner in
the fight against the new transnational
threats of drug trafficking, crime, terrorism,
the spread of disease and environmental deg-
radation. This bill—by significantly broaden-
ing market access, spurring growth in Africa,
and helping the poorest nations eliminate or
reduce their bilateral debt—would help Afri-
can nations that are committed to undertake
difficult economic reforms to build better
lives for their people.

We have an historic opportunity to support
the renaissance in Africa. I want to commend
Speaker Gingrich, Chairman Archer, Con-
gressman Rangel, Congressman McDermott,
Congressman Crane, Chairman Gilman,
Congressman Hamilton, Congressman
Payne, Congresswoman McKinney, Con-
gressman Jefferson, Congresswoman Jackson
Lee, Congresswoman Waters, Congressman
Royce, Congressman Menendez, and all
those who have devoted themselves to help-
ing that transformation. I look forward to
working with the Senate to enact this land-
mark legislation as quickly as possible.

Remarks to the National Association
of Attorneys General

March 12, 1998

Thank you very much, Attorney General
Doyle. Attorney General Reno, thank you for
joining us here today and for the work you
have done with the States’ attorneys general
and local prosecutors on domestic violence
and to reduce the crime rate and a whole
host of other issues. I want to thank Fred
Duval for the work he does on my behalf
with you and this association. And I’d also
like to thank the two former attorneys gen-
eral that are working for me: Bonnie Camp-
bell, who heads the Attorney General’s effort
on violence against women; and Chuck
Burson, who was formerly president of
NAAG, now the Vice President Counsel.

I’ve really been looking forward to coming
over here today. I have had the opportunity
to know and work with most of you person-
ally, and I see some former attorneys general
out in the audience who were my colleagues
and friends. I thank them for being here.
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